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Washington* E>*C» 


Bear Bob: ' .? 

As no outgrowth of «mj? meeting » 5 Mmvch 1966 mA 
h®e a»ae of asy real coocesa about ^ccmat&at toerdlcHoa" of 
®upplte® feeing deUvare* to th® Viet Cong* 1 haw bad. my staff 
tak© a look at the pmbism, Our concern Isa® besa centered 
•round tee objective of lacreaataa th* difficulty of »repply 
rath*r than Making compteie stoppage 'wMcU we beltev* w»M ^ 
h® uosttaiMbto XntaUigaaca information tell® a® that material 
« !f Kt M & vc uaat from other than SV£f source® is collected at 
o»« of severs 1 depots la South China* ia transshipped to Hanoi 
by two main rail root®© Cor by seal* la transported by road# 
toa&d waterways and rail to the Hanoi/Hatphong area* than 
through a ®evlm of route® via Muthexa NYN to© too®* dowsi 
tl» Laotian pa afcandle and thence through a ®arl®s ©f route® to® 
distribution ©©to® within SVN, from where tete«to attribution 
t «k«* place* if the Mere* is USSR, «so most of tho economic 
material is introduced by m& to Hanoi white military equipment 
normally la chipped by rail through China# and then follow* the 
rest of tbs routs south® Oa the surface# tMs is ft complex 
iogiatical supply line® However# the total amount* currently 
estimated at a relatively tew tana per day# which travels &U 
*h« way to© SVN is sm&ii* bath in absolute magnitude and as _ 
compared to the road capacity* Additionally# the characterlatics 
©f the material — small arm*, ammunition* medical supplies* 
etc* «*- facilitate packaging adaptable to ©mail or largo truck® 
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■ox to hwRsn cwrtitg#* Since the total amount takts into SVH 
is small compared to what enter* NVN by rail or ship feotn 
China or USSR, very large redact lorn, by attack* of depots 
in North, V i&tetitm would appear desirable to affect the thruput 
into SVN. Furthermore, attacks on the relatively extensive 
roM system o£ MVN would seed to be very ae-mrm to impact 
fee email number of truck® p&r clay moving south for SVN. In 
addition to interdiction oi rail, road and water access to 
Hanoi /Haiphong, there are several relative choke points in 
and near the Laotian traverse where different modes of attack 
might he examined. Obviously, the distribution points within 
SVN, when and if located, become vary high value targets since 
they repreamt a large logistical investment. It is to foe noted, 
however, that the material imports represent only a relatively 
small fraction of the needs of the VC, the rest of which In 
derived locally. 

With respect to the !f chokc f * point® in truck route®, there 
appear currently So foe three or feus? main one#. Fox* example, 
the Mu Gin pa®® is one of these. The recent attack by B-$2*s 
ea this pass could foe considered a# a step toward Impacting 
the logistical supply structure. Continuing such attacks and. 
mounting .others, appear® useful if they are augmented by a 
comprehensive reconnaissance effort designed to evaluate the 
impact oa a day-to-day basis. With this rapid feedback system, 
newer and perhaps more effective weapons could foe given a 
calihratafoU test. Though similar efforts during WW-11 and 
Korea were not, in general, completely successful, it i# just 
possible Umt wife the newer weapons md techniques aiabl® 
restraint# on increased supplies might result. Taking maximum 
advantage of the geography, on* might use suck ordnance as the 
tripwire anti-personnel mine, the Bragontooth, aati-perseimal 
foomfelet, variable time fused penetrating cratering bombs for 
roafi (or repair) disruption, suppression of protective AAA, etc* 
Employment of the more novel newer weapons might involve 
ignition sensing radar transponders planted along, a road or 
around an area which, under all weather conditions, would 
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increase d problem® are presetted to the logistical system aad its 
decease by NVN. By all-weather Interdiction the manpower and 
effort to maintain the road and rati system should fo@ drastically 
increased by constant end heavier attack*, perhaps t« the point 
wh * r ® olKabl « teroa'd® ©a the through pat weald occur, feut m or® 


stejii- is beyond our capability &r 
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